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THE COMHONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

A GENUINE SISTER REPUBLIC IN THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE.

The Australians Very Anxious for Our Fleet to Visit Them—
People of Our Blood, Who Are Working Out Their Ideals on the
Same Lines—Development of the Island Continent.

Our Antipoden.

The Australians are making a vt-r_\',
determined effort to secure a visit from
our fleet to thelr shores, and we sin-
eercly hope that they will succeed. The
Australians are cur kind of people, and
our trade with them is constantly in-|
creasing, so that it is a matter of com-
mercial policy, if nothing else, to cs-
tzbiizh the closest relations with them. |
They are our I
Canada, who are among our best
customers, and besides are allied 1o us
In Llcod similarity of Institution:s

Tho of Great)
PBritain, Australia s in all essential pur-|

precisely like neighbors |
1

and

nominally a colony

every matter connected with the Gov-
ernment except such are strictly
reserved to the several States, In the
provisions for this Parliument the Con-
stitution of the United States was close-
Iy followed. The executive power is
vested in a Governor-General nominat-
ed by the Crown, but the real executivey
power is in the hands of seven .‘\rlilll:-i-i

a=

must be members of the Parliament
ind  responsible to it The Gover-
nor=Geners i the velo power, but|
this iz a4 m formality, like that of)
the veto power of the King of Great|
Britain, since no mensure will bé pre-

@ ol to him for his signature exeept|
tho=e which have been Introducded and
carried by the Ministry. After vari
efforts to form a confederation the pire

|
s |

(town grew wvery rapidly.

Sydney.

The oldest city In Australia, and one
which Is a competitor with Melbourne
for the first place is Sydney, the Capital
of New SBouth Wales, The town was
started in 1788, when the first convicts
were sent to the country, and after the
abolition of convict transportation the
It Is =ituated
on a bay about eight miles from the sca,
and is bullt around a fine harbor, where
the largest vessels can safely anchor.
The shores of the bay are bold and
rocky, presenting a succession of ple-
turesque and beautiful landscapes. The
bay is well fortified, and forms the
chief naval station for the British in
the souhern hemisphere.

fine dry dock, which ean accommodate| war between the
In the| gress,
streets are| taining for the moment, the oldsters are
but outside of | skeptical as to whether the President
this they are wide, straight and very|will carry the quarrel to the firing line,

the largest vessels in the navy,
older part of the city the
parrow and irregular,

well kept, The University of Sydney
stands on a commanding hight, and is
s=omething 1o delight the eve, The
Cathedral of St. Andrews is

House, Town Hail, Post Office and oth-
er public bulldings are all highly taste-
ful in design and erected with a lavish
us=e  of 1o0ney. There are extensive
manufactures of wagons, glass, pottery,
shoes, earringes, stoves, tobacco, ele.
Near Syduey are coal mines of the
greatest extent  and  richness, which

- for : > 3 s wdopred July 31, 1500, and | makes it the chief coal emporium for
oses a separate and almost independ- | €Nt one wus u( 3 " ; _ B
:m '\':11'\'11' it mnwr‘iun ettt ?.r.“ Jan. 1, 1901, was formally proclaimed|the country. Beyond Sydney are im-
a i0on, N 0L = D { Ly el
Britain being a. pure sentimentality.
The Australian Commonwealth was or- :
ganized on exactly the same lines as }
our own Governmaont, which was &
for the model in everything, an” * 52
our institutions =and Ihir us | —.
preted by men of our own i
can expect a remaricable si '
the cureer COTIMOTTW ¢ |
$s whoelly different from the Latin, and ;
pariiculariy the sSpanish-American }
countiies, which, while translating the

tion into Spanish and
te us, have built up
imilar to ours

Ameriean (Const
pretending 1o i
Governme: ntirely
and which have little In commun ex-
cépt names and forms, At the time of
organizing the Commonwenlth of Auns-
tralia, as it officially termed, the
question was foremost as to what ex-
tent the new CGovernment should be
connected with the Empire. The Brit-
fsh Government guve the Ausiralians
the widest latitude, and expressed itself
that it would be satisfied with amything
that the Australians ¢hose to adopt. It
was decided to retain the form of a
dependency of Greut Britein, and the
King is represented there by a Gov-
ernor-General, who s appointed by
Rhim, but must be acdeptable to the Aus-
tralians. He is & mere figurehead, how-
ever, as the reai Government s In the
hands of the Ausiraliang, and the Gov-
ernor-General’s approval is 1 mere mat-
ter of routine,
Appenlx 1o Engiaond.

The next question came up as to the
Constitution of the Supreme Court, and

dis

sther an appeal would le from It =
ahth(I-,n-i-m. Thi= was debated pro and!lation in December, 1905, are:
con by the cvolonists themselves, with|wxew Sputh Waeles. . 310,367 1.496.050
the British Government professing thélvictoria .......... 87,884 1,218.571
utmaest indefference. On the one side, Queensland ....... 668,497 028,048
§t w. s contended that there should belgouth Australia. ... 902,690 374,398

ruch an appeal ne 4 matter of lovaity,
gentimoent and legal precedent, On the
ether hand, it wae claimed that such
an appeal wonld tend to protract liti-
gation. The matter was finally settled
by a compromise ollowing certain cases
to be appealed to the Privy Council
under strict regulations made by Par-
Hanmient. No appeal may be taken from
the decision of the High Court to the
British Privy Council on questions In-
wolving the constitutional powers of
the Commonwealth or of the different
Btates unless the High Court itself cer-

—

AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINE.

tifics that the question is one which
ought to be determ'ned by the Sover-
elgn of the Empire. Like our own
country, the Commonweaith was form-
ed of different Colonies, and thelr
States rights carefully guarded, It car-
ries somewhat farther the comprorise
that we made between loose federalism
and centralization. This matter of
State rights was carnestly debated for
yvears In the different Colonics, with cen-
trallzation strongly supported by the
powerful labor element and States
rights by the majority of the rest of
the people, The first proposition for o
Constitution was defeated by the labor
element, beeause |t had too much States
rights in it. The question of free trade
and protection also entered largely into
the discussion, as the people of New
South Wales and of the seaports gen-
erally were free traders, who wanted
no restriction whatever upon com-
merce,

Our Kiand of People.

The people of Australin are mainly
English, Scotch, Irish and Welch, They
have the same fundamentzl politieal
fdeas as ours, but are much more radi-
cil In many abstract principles. They
have worked out their scheme of Gov-
eéernment upon the basis of ocur institu-
tions and the experience pained from
thelr political workings, and constantls
the United States Constitution and
workings of the Government under it
were discussed at all the popular and
Iegislative meetings, and we were take

88 a guide in shaping the institutions|s

of the new Commonwenlth.

The Senate is composed of gix mem-
bers from each of the six Colonies, now
termed States, These are elected for
Bix years. The House of Representa-
tives must conzist of double the num-
ber of Senators, tho no State may have
Bess than flve members. These are
mlccted for three years. The Australian

in the Capitals of the several States,

Western Australia. 855,920 254,705
Tasmanif .cceeses 26,215 181,108

Their area by square miles and popa-

4,052,878

2,972,573
Melbourne,

The Australlans are Imlitating us still
farther In bulilding a National Capital
out of hand In an unscttled country.
They expect to improve upon us, tak-
ing advantage of our plan of Washing-
ton and putting onto this modern im-
provements.  Until this new Capital is
ready for occupation the Capital will
remain at the great city of Melbourne,
which is the principal trading town in
the southern hemisphere. It is the
Capital of the State of Victoria, and |s
situated on the Yarra River, nine miles
from the bay. Melbourne s an essen-
tially modern city., Even younger than
Chicago, it has grown on much the
same lines,

The first settlement there wat in 1835,
when it wias named for Lord .\i-.:Ihuurm-_!
then Prime AMinister of Great ls‘r!tnin.f
It grew anoderately, and its first step |
in its rise to greatness came In 18474

Next, it became the political center of
the Colony of Victoria., The discovery
of gald in Victorin in 1851 brought
tremicndous rush, and Melbourne grow
Hke a weed in wel wenther, Gold min-
ing promptly followed by more
profitable and substantial hes of busi-
ness in cattle ral=ing and wool growing
Melbourne was built up on a modern
plan, with straight, wilde, regular
streets, well paved, with eleetrie tram-
ways, gas, eclectrie lighting and an
abundance of fresh water Including
its immodiate suburbs the city has now
a populiation of over one-half million.
It chief industrial establishments are
flour mills, tallow works, tannceries,
woulen c¢loth factories, brewerles and
foundries. Among the publie bulldings
and Institutions is & fine university

ns
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STREET BCENE, SYDNEY, AUSTRALTA.

mense pastural and mineral districts of
which it is the outlet, and it had a
thrifty, well-employed population of
488,968 In 1901.

The Commonwenlth of Australla.

The Commonwealth of Australia,
consisting of the Colonies of New South
Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Aus-
tralia, Western Australin and Tuasmanlia,
licg in the South Pacific Occan, at the
very antipodes of the civilized world.
It covers an area of 3,000,000 equare
miles, and Is as large uas Kurope or
America, and 26 times as large as the
British Isles. All theze (Colonies, ex-
cept Tasmania, are embraced in the
mainland, the latter being & compact
little island by itself, lying to the south
of it and separated from Victoria by
Bass's Stralts,

It scems strange that this Immensa
continent should have remained prac-
tically undiscovered as L was until
1788, when the English founded their
colony in New South Weales, since the
long chaln of islands of the Malay Arch-
ipelago would have made [t easy for
even rather inexperienced senmen to

below it. During the venrs while Por-
tugal and Spain were making their dis-
roveries nothing was known of Aus-
traliia, the a great southern continent
was suspected, and both Spaniards and

tlon and had proved themselves most
Industricus landgrabbers,
to =ay who were its first discoverers,
but it i=s certain thit its west coast was
first known to the Duateh, and they gave
the continent its original name of “New

Holland.*
The Buccancers.

It was o common occurrence during
the 17th  century, Tor impecunions
voung Englishmen, posscssed of a dar-
ing, adventurous spirit, to join scamen
of different Nations in harrying and
plundering, if possible, the richly-laden
Spanish  galeons In the West Indias.
These were called bucceancers, and when
it secmed desirable to change the Jocal-

MAN OF QUEENS-
LAND,

BARK CANOES,

housed In magnificent bulldings sur-

rounded by  extensive grounds, The
Purlioment House, erccted in 1855-91,
cost §5.000,000. The Town Hall is a

superb building, and, In fuoct, all of the
buildings are unusually fine, costly and
ghow high architectural skill
are a Pleture Gallery, Museum
Sculpture, Custom House, Barracks,
veral Theaters and fine botanleal and
zoologicul gardens. The suburbs, includ-
ing the metropolis area, extend for over
10 mlles along the shores of the spa-
cious and beauotiful Pay of Port Philip,
which is 35 miles long by 256 broad.
The chief exports are gold, siiver, wool,
hides, cattle and sheep, and six-sevenths
of all the products exported from the

rn.ruamc-nl has supreme authority over

prosperous State of Victorla come to
Melbourne.

ONTREE BEFORE CUTTING.

of |

AND OUTLINE MAN OF SOUTH

AUSTRALIA.

ity of thelr activities they betook them-

#clves to the East Indies to pay the
samo delicate attention to the Duteh.
{ Among these enterprising, reckloss

Englishman to visit the continent.

“andy land of the new country,

dompened any  enthusiasm

another
ters, who, like those in Great Britain, | splendid bullding, and the rezidence "rl.'-:p('l'i:ll message on theée employers' lia-
the Governor, the Muscum, the National | bility bill and a great nimber of other
Art Gailery, the Exchange, the Custom | measures hans died away.

There is a|indleations in embryo of a nice little

i that,

It i« difticult |

young men was one Willilnm Dampier,
| who, in 1688, during the course of his
There | adventures in these waters, found him-
self on the northwestern shores of Aus-
tralia, and he was, therefore, the first

Dampler's report of the waterless and
the
stunted trees, the searcity of food and
the miserable condition of the natives
England
might otherwise have experienced over
his discovery, and for the next 70 years
she bothered herself very little about it,

{Continued on page three.)

| purpose began to crop out geveral davs

{ Hves in W
creep from island to island until they| White House offices and the Bulletin,
reached the continent that sprends out| Which the People's Lobby issues,

| Court Organ”

. : 1P
when it was made the seat of & Bishop | portyeuese were on the lookeut for it, | Congress and assertions that the Presi-
as well a8 the enterprising Duteh, who | dent wanted tae legislation he had ask-
had then entered the arena of explora-|cd
|cation has a very semall circulation, but

THE PRESIDENT

_—— -

A Sharp Admonitios to the Legislative Body to “Play Ball”"—

The Senate and House Not in

Opposition—A Fine Hot Air Season.

There has beenn & blg sound again
from the White Hou=e, of which Con-
greas has to take notics, It has the

President and Con-
But while it is «ll very enter-

He puts his seal of disapproval uppn
the do-nothing Congress. He has been
chafing under it, at least for political
purposes, The popular effect of his

For a time
it stirred up people tremendously. The
Western Congreszmen heard from it in
numerous ways. It roused many of
the voters, who were digposed to rally
anew to the President and, In that par-
ticular, helped the campalgn for the

nomination ol Secretary Taft for the
Presidency.

“Since that special message,” geaid
oneé Congressman  from Washington

State, “our people have been unwilling

to consider anyvbody for the nomina-

tion but the President’'s favorite."
Congress Intends “Some Day.”

Aa the country has bheen assured
agaln and agnin Congress intends to
enact an employers linbility Lill to take
the place of the measurs which was
declared by the Supreme Court to be
unconstitutional, But the President
has now hegun to relterate hls demand
for that legislation and cooples with
it a demand for the enactment of a law
to prevent the watering of stock of in-
terstate corporations and Ukewise a law
to amend the Sherman anti-trust law
nlong the lines indicated in his special
message, He Is now telling his Con-
gressional eallers that those three meas-
ures must be enacted at this session or
there will be trouble a plenty.

Congress does not Intend to enact
the two last-named measures at this
sesslon of Congress, break or no bresk
with the President. The gession iz too
far advanced, they say, to enter npon
such important work as that. Even
the bills have not been drawn yet. To
be sure Senator Dolllver, of Iowa, and
Commissioner of Corporations Herbert
Knox Smith are tolllng away on =
draft of each of those measures, but
unfortunately the lawyers of the Senate
and the House have none too high an
opinion of the legal ability of elther
of those gentlemen. Then the reports
from every quarter of the industrial
depression are discouraging. Congress
does not want to do anything to fur-
ther discourage industry. The corpora-
tions are having some troubles them-
selves, trying fo get buack to normal
conditions, E

The new move Is hileved to be
political.  About the or!® matters the
President §s having any success with
this Winter pertain to the campaign
for Seceretary Taft. It 18 not sure yet
by any means that he will suceeed with
The new demand for leglslation,
however, is calculated to bring many
people throughout the country agaln to
support of the President, because of
the belief that such legislation is right
In principle. It will emphasize these
measures as part of the President's
policies and will carry the inference
that to secure them they must get out
and holloa and vote for the Secretary's
nomination.

The indications of the President's

2RO, The people’s lobby, which was
doing a rushing business In Washing-
tan last Winter, has been quiescent
this Winter, Its secretary, Henry
Beach Needham, a voung man who
ashington, has the run of the

Is
the cynlcal as “the
It had not made its
appearance this Winter il a few days
ago, when out it eame all of a sudden
with a denunciation of the Do-Nothing

lookiéd upon by

for enacted. Of course this publi-

the Jeader about the do-nothing Con-
gress was regarded as a forerunner of

swearing like a pirate in his lttle ma-

hogany private room at the Capitol,
but coming cut into the open House
and putting through the President's

plang, with any modification he could
force the President to accept. The am-
bition of his life, howeyer, In recent
yvears has been to demonstrate that the
House would not submit permanently
to executive usurpation. Just as soon
as he dared politically to do it, he has
had it in his mind to show that the
House was a free and sovercign body
within its proper and constitutional
jurisdiction.

When Congress assembled, and even
before that, the Speaker had put his
foot down pretty hard. He gave out
interviews before he reached Washing-
ton that probably,jt would be prefera-
hle to have no geénera: legislation this
Winter, except the appropriation bills,
When he arrived here he did not hurry
around to see the Presldent and told
his friends that when the President
lwl:mted to sce him he could send for
iim.

The Speaker has stood In this attl-
tude all Winter. Furthdirmore he has
been reaching out after the President
in & very clever way, by trying to show
up the abuses of law In the various
Departments, which are under the
President's  jurisdiction, It s the
Speaker's opinion that the high De-
purtment officials have caught their
chief’s gplrit and shown a great disre-
gard of law. They have donn about as
they pleased in handling appropriztions
made by Congress. If Congress did not
give them enough memey, the Depart-
ments have been inclined to go ahead
and commit the Government and then
#o back to Congress for deficlency ap-
propriations, Even the lmposition of
penadties for such things did not avatl.
The President's brother-in-law, Ad-
miral Cowles, chiet ¢f the Bureau of
Equipment, wasg one of the worst of-
fenders in that particular. Acting, of
course, under the President’s directions,
he used all the appropriations for coal
for the ships and comgmitted the Goy-
ernment to & further expenditure of
§$1.000,000, That made the Speaker
and the other Congressional leaders
swear tremendously jn thelr beards.
None the less they had to smile pleas-

antly and vote the money on a de-
ficlency appropriation bill

AND CONGRESS.

Good Temper—Mere OQutspoken

A thousand and one other like In-
stances have come to “Unale Joe's”
attention in the Departments. The
other day he struck by vitalizing nine
Houze committecs, whose duties are to
supervise expenditures In as many ex-
ecutive Departments. Usually those
committees do next to nothing., They
arce intended chiefly to furnish a nice
committee room for soma chairman.
“Get to work,” was the word the
Speaker passed down the line to them
the other morning. Forthwith he di-
rected that a resolution be put before
the House, authorizing the necessary
expenditures to put those committees
in working order.

They are going to work of course
and it Is announced that in the course
of a few months there will be a thor-
ough Investigation of the various Ex- |
contive Departments and of the abuses
existing therein, They are to find out

whether all the salaries paid employes |

are justified, That is a slap at the
President, whao I8 eradited with having
encouraged large forces of special
agents and of others, who work secretly
at great expense to the Government
and, it 1s claimed, without producing
adequate results, They are also to
ferret out cases of Departmental dis-

regard of law and show it up so that

the American people may have cogniz-
ance of the same, which, of course {3
Intended as another glap at the Presi-
dent.

“fiet Busy."

Right on the heels of this ambitioys
program the President begins to tell
Congressmen that they would do quite
as well to “get busy” on that general
legislation he desires. He would be
better satisfied with that than with
any official review of what he and his
Departmental officers have been doing.
There may be nothing more than a
witrlike demonstration between these
two great branches of the Government

—the executive and the judicial—and

agaln there may be more serious busi-

ness,

Back of it all is the President’s deep-
seated dislikee of Congress and the deep-
seated dislike of the President by Con-
gress, Sinee he entered the White
House the great majority of Republl-
cans In Senate and House have never
had any love for him. While many
of them have come to agree with the
principles of his Administration, they
have not approved of his methods and
they have resented his apparent efforts
to diseredit the legislative branch of
the Government in popular eves. His
attitude in that regard is in direct con-
trast with the late President MceKinley,
who had gerved In Cobgress many
years and always got along on most
amicabie terms with Senators and Rep-
resentatives, The President never hed
much experience In legislative bodles,
having been for a short time only a
member of the New York Legislature,

Long ago Congress would have ex-
pressed its disapproval of the Presi-
dent In some emphatic way, only Its
Republlcan members®dared not do it
They were aware the people were with
him and that it would make things hot
for them In their own constitueneies,
if they did mot proceed in accord with
him. They knew that resistance to
hizs policies would probably result in
& Democratic majority in the House of
Representatives,

Now they think they see slgns of the
President's receding popularity. For
a long while the reports that eame to
Washington were that the people did
not blame the President but  Wall
Street for the panie, following the ideas
expressed by the Presldent several
times on that subject. But the Indus-
trial depression spreads, political trou-
bles have heen multiplving and the lat-
est reports are that the great number
of dissatisfied people, who have suffered
from the depression, are beginning to
blame the President. The white-

aired mandarins will not want to di-
vide the party on the eve of a presi-
dential election, but they would be
ready to go qulte a long way in even-
ing up the score with the President, if
only they could be certain that a good
proportion of their countrymen would

something else. Z pias | approye.

\\'Ei?'ﬂ thul;l one, Aod:dESae) 1 nove Thtretu'l'l"ﬂh they are fe\““m ”"it‘;:l'
. course, ey are very certain @
Speaker Camnon, country will stand by them for not
Speaker Cannon has gradually been|enacting a lot of reform legislution
getting more and more out of joint|and that is why they have not taken up
with the President.  He bas bowed his|the President’'s recommendations for

neck to the yoke for séveral years, |preform legislation with any alacrity,

Prospecin of a Fine Quarrcl.

There certainly are signs that a mer-
ry quarrel will be in progress befora
Congress adjourns., Those who know
from long observation how well dis-
ciplined the Republicans are, hesitate
to predict as much. But it has already
gone beyond the stage of cloakroom
denunciation and there has been some
formal actlon, A feelng has been grow-
ing that Senate and House are com-
posed of men who in the main want
to do the right thing and that they
have a right to become impatient at
belng exploited unfavorably for the
President's advantage. Senators and
Representatives are heartily weary of
the President’s domination, whether or
not he has been right in his demands,

Mr. Roosevelt has now one year
more to serve. At the peak end of any
Administration Congress §s in the habit
of becoming less and less attentive to
the White House. That has something
to do with the present strained situa-
tion. On the olher hand, the Presi-
dent, after having been accustomed for
almost seven yearsa to dominate affairs,
Is restless at the apparent slights, He
feels like trying It on occasionally to
ascertain whether he ean make reeal-
citrant Congressmen come to terms, He
mnde the unusual staienient for him
recently that he did not want to send
in a certaln specidl message because
he was aware Congress would probably
pay little or no attentlon to it.

Meanwhile Congress s doing a lot of
hard work, although it Is not confined
to the President's pet projects. The
enormoud proportions to which the ap-
propriation bills' have grown entail a
great amount of work In preparation
and In consideration. Both legislative
bodies are applying themselves to that
task to the best of their powers,

A Seamom of Hot Alr,

A great freightage of “hot air" has
nevertheless been carrled upgn the
backs of supply bills, Every time a
measure of that kind shows jis black
headlines on the reading clerk’s desk,
the orators scramble for a place, It
is as much fun as a snowballing match
ecarly in the senson when the gentle
flakes have descended upon the mother
earth.

In some respects Congressmen are
very llke boys. They vie for*the very

enfoyment of it. One orator gets up
and makes a high sounding speech.
That is sufficient to start the phrase
makers. There are geveral master
bullders in both parties as represented
in the House. The appearance of the
appropriation bills, which since time
immemorial have besn considered for
a season under “gener.l debate,” s
the signal for these craftsmen. They
have been collecting ideas for several
months, clipping out paragraphs that
caught their oratorical fancies, purloin-
ing anecdotes from joke books and
funny papers, and running sentences
and paragraphs over In their minds.

Of such materials the imprompta
speeches shot off nowadavs in the
House of Representatives are made.
The hattle of words has been golng
merrily on for several weeks, and ap-
parently the end 2 not yet. Every
one of the old and tried orators, Re-
publicans and Democrats, have been
trotted out. It has been Iin a way n
great national debating contest.  First
cne takes the platform, then another
and then another and so on. It is not
an afair of a single evening but a sort
of continuous vaudeville performance,
with intervals when Congress gives se-
rious attention to legislation. The tyros
and novices get no consideration. Time
Is allotted them, but as soon as they
are on their feet the House bursts into
conversation so loud as to engulf re-
marks or it gones down stalrs to
Iuncheon or hikes away to the new
office bullding and forgets that there =
any national debating match in pro-
gress,

But If any of the old men who won
their spurs years ago and wear the
scars of many victorious oratorical con-
flicts is billed for a performance, how
the galleries fill and how the (Congress-
men flock to their semi-clrcular ma-
hogany seats. They clap their hands
with delight, quite lHke children one
might say. Sentiment rises high. Tha
orator Is spurred on and, oh my, how
he goes it!

Sometimes a new orator appears on
the gcene. He has to fight like grim
death to get the attention of the House,
but when he once gets it and is able
to hold Its attention, his reputation is
made. The only necessary thing for
him to do then is to make a second
successful speech, After that if he
“falls down" occasionally the House
will forgive him. If he falls down the
second time, however, the House is
likely to judge his first effort some-
thing of an accident. The great body
of Representatives comprise an exact-
ing jury. But when a new comer
measures up to the stern requiremonts
he gels a tremendous ovation. The
reward Is well worth the striving.

The Beat Debates of a Decade.

Thia year's political debating in the
House has been the best of a decade.
It seemed to come to & climax the other
day when Representative John Dalzell,
of Pittsburg, made a speech in defense
and praise of the Republican party.
The Democratic orators had been ex-
ceedingly jaunty. They had been brag-
ging a little more than anybody else.
They had flung their taunts across the
center aisle, Under all the eircum-
stances, they had been making it un-
comfortable for the Republican breth-
ren, Of course, they took the negative
side, showing what the Republicans
had not done—how they had not kept
up the universal prosperity, how they
had not kept the country thls Winter
without soup houses in numerous cities,
how they had not supported their Pres-
ident as they should have done and
B0 on.

Mr. Dalzell is not generally an at-
tractive speaker, altho he Is a very pro-
found one. Like many another man in
public life he has improved with age
and service. He Is a little man with
a piping voice, but when he got warmed
up and was fully in acton, he did give
the Democracy fits.  As his Republican
colleagues cheered him on, he took the
positive side of the situation, and told
what the Republicans had done. The
perfod under debate has been the last
11 years of Republican Administration.
He mentioned all the Republican big
wigs of that period, just as partisan
orators do upon the stump, and the
House rang with applause, Just as audi-
ences out in the backwoods cheer.

Meanwhile the Democrats on the op-
posite side were gilent as a chuzeh. In
their midst sat their leading orators,
taking notes, observing every plaudit
and gesture. They are now busy mak-
ing more phrases and gathering more
material, The great National Debating
Soclety has not concluded yet. There
i3 a lot of red-hot work ahead. There
will be attack and resistance on both
sides,

The debating this year has been more
or less instructive, and, above all, it has

| been very interesting.

The old came
palgn managers say that voters do not
read political speeches any more, They
claim that the circulation of speeches,
Such es the House has been making,
does not win votes any longer. Perhaps
if the speeches could be circulated dure
ing the Winter months, when there fa
time for reading, they might stiffen up
a few backbones and make a few con-
verts. Every Congressman who makes
a star speech is likely to circulate it
among his constituents, but long befors
the copies get into the mails in pamphe
let forms the newspapers have picked
the meat out of it, and to the readers
the speech has become an old story,

However, many a good slogan is
forged in the white heat of debate, Many
an idea is dressed up in attractive guise
that the phrase-loving American people
will “catch on to.”

Usnally the more dignified and slowly
moving Senate gets into a politieal
scrap or two before the present stage
of a session has been reached. But
the Senate has not been talking politics.
Some day some one will drop a spark
in the magazine, and there will be
sputtering and loud explosions. The
Senate has some good political debatera.
Only their blood has not been stirred
yeét this Winter.

THE TAFT BOOM.

Things Are A-doing Everywhere.,
Activity in Washington and the
States.

-

These are boom times for the Taft
Presidentinl boom., For the hour §t
seems to be the only Presidentirl boom
that is working. As official Washington
is a worshiper of visible results, of the
man who has the goods, It is taking its
hat off just at present to the Taft boonr.

Not that Taft has gained a tremen-
dous number of delegates in recentg
days. He has not. But the past weelk
has been one of conventions in territory
that was conceded to be his, and the
same will be true of conventions to ba
held during the next week or 10 days.
So the Taft boom is likely to go higher.
Ohio is ringing In this week, which will
assure the Seeretary the prestige of the
delegates from his own State, or at
least of a good portion of them. Sen-
ator Foraker seems to have gotten two
of the District delegates, so that tha
Secretary cannot have a solid home
delegation. The Taft people have fallen
to quarreling over State offices, and soon
after the State Convention adjourns tha
Foraker people will press for some
more Congressional Conventions in the
hope that they can take a few more
delegates,

In Missouri the Secretary of War did
a little better than was expected, “Uncla
Joe" Cannon's friends did not make
good their claims to & bunch of dele-
gates from that State, That made tha
Taft workers buoyvant. But a number
of conventions are scheduled for the
next 10 days in the strong pro-Taft and
strong pro-Roosevelt country—in Kane
sas, Jowa, Nebraska and Oklahoma.
Whether the new State of Oklahoma
will fall in line for the Taft sclection
is not apparent.

Taft Headqunriers In Washington.

But how the wheels are whirling
around Taft headquarters in this city!?
Just for a few days the Secretary is
away again on the cirenit—on a stump-
ing tour into Brooklyn and New Eng-
land. 1t looks very much as tho New
England were the key to the situation
for the Secretary. If he could only gat
the bulk of the delegates from thosa
gix States, with a total of 82 votes, it
would be a smashing vietory, and would
come pretty close to assuring his nomli-
nation. But the New Englanders are
very Indapendent, and they do not like
the Idea of dictation from President
Roosevelt regarding his successor, Taft
is well liked in that section, which he
has frequently visited. The fact that
his mother was a Boston woman and
his father a Vormont man and that he
has livedd many vears of his life in
Massachusetts creates some friendly
sentiment to him.  Since his campalgn
for the nomination opened In ecarnest
he has made about a dozen speeches (n
Massachusetts and also as many more
in other States of that section. That
is more speeches than he has made In
the same time in any other two States,

Meanwhile he and his workers have
been exhausting their ingenuity in
schemes for getting New England dele=

(Continued on page four.)



